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Welcome to Roseburn  
 

Dear Roseburn families and families soon to join us 

 
Starting P1 is an important milestone in a child’s life and a big step for parents and carers too. 

We are excited to welcome you all to our school, and are looking forward to working in 

partnership with you over the coming weeks, months and years. I want to reassure you that 

our school staff will be available to support you and your child on their journey into Primary 

One and beyond. 

 

What is Transition? 

 

 

 
 

Transition is what we call it when a child moves from one thing to another. There are lots of 

little transitions during the day – getting dressed, turning the television off, putting jackets on 

to go outside, all parents know that some transitions are easier than others! Other transitions 

are bigger, for example starting a new nursery or school. All children need help to prepare 

them for transitions. 

Information for Parents and Carers 

In Edinburgh, all Early Years settings and primary schools are working together on one big 

project using The Bookworm by Debi Gliori.  This means that no matter what nursery they are 

enrolled in, or what primary school they move into, all children will be familiar with the same 

story and will have shared experiences. Research shows that shared experiences are one of 

the ways that we can support children during times of transition. 

Kind regards 

Natalie Borrowman 

 

Head Teacher 

 

 

Early Years Staff  Contact Us
Natalie Borrowman Head Teacher admin@roseburn.edin.sch.uk 

Julie Simpson                          

Julianna Cunningham  

Principal Teacher Early Years      

Early Years Teacher 

0131 337 6096        

TBC Early Years Officer roseburnprimary.co.uk  

Elaine Weatherston School Administrator                    @roseburnps 

Nicki Swanston Business Manager Parentpay   
https://www.parentpay.com/ 

https://www.parentpay.com/
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Week 

beginning 

Roseburn Transition 

Activities  

Activities 

9.5.22 Intro to Transition 

Week 1  

The Bookworm 

 
 

Bloom’s Taxonomy 

questions 

Interactions 

The children will experience some of the following activities: 

• Listen to the story read by members of staff or 

watch the YouTube link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGHp7dmLbtc 

• Read the story in small groups or 1:1 

• Read the story in the garden with one or two 

children / invite a parent to listen  

Spaces 

• Copy of ‘The Bookworm’ in the story corner. 

• Story props (eg story spoons/stones/glove puppet) 

• Other worm stories around the nursery play areas 

(eg Superworm, Yucky Worms)  

 

Experiences 

• Use art/ dough/ clay/ outdoor materials to create 

the book characters - or make own worm 

Transition 

• In nursery mind map with the children what they 

know about going to school and what they would 

like to find out  

16.5.22 Week 2 

The world around 

you 

 

 

 

Changes  

 

Experiences/Interactions 

• Watch Debi Gliori read The Bookworm and think 

about some of the questions she asks. 

• Take a walk outside. What can they see? Any 

possible pets/friends?  

• The worm learned to fly.  Talk about what might 

happen to the animals/birds/ minibeasts that they 

can see. What might they learn?  

• Are there any worms in their garden?  Go on a 

worm hunt - “we’re going on a worm hunt, we’re 

going to find a long one, oh no…” (use of different 

sensory opportunities outdoors. 

• Become a Wormologist (see Yucky Worms) Have a 

look at real worms – use books/iPads as well as 

magnifying glasses. Do they look like Max’s worm?  

• Max’s worm had to move from his underground 

house to Max’s house. Talk about what was 

different, and what the worm might have been 

feeling.  

 

Spaces  

• Display pictures/thoughts about children’s ideas.  

• Create a new or refurbish existing bug hotel using 

natural materials. What will make the minibeasts 

feel at home? Add pictures of what kind of 

minibeasts the children are likely to find outdoors, 

literacy opportunities in English or different 

languages, or even some sign-along supports  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGHp7dmLbtc
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Transitions 

• From mind map last week set up a P1 provocation 

with responsive resources e.g., school uniform 

items, jotters, pencil case, lunch tray 

 

23.5.22 Week 3 

Theme  

Friendships 

 

 

Family 

Experiences 

• Create a den to sit and share stories in outdoors – 

using teamwork and co-operation to put it 

together.  

• Talk about favourite memories of nursery and take 

photos of favourite nursery spaces – use these for 

printing into floor book/copying into Book 

Creator/uploading to Learning Journals. 

• Max would sing the Bookworm songs and read it 

stories as they became friends, encourage the 

children to draw a picture of themselves, 

reflecting on what they liked to do with their 

friends at nursery both indoors and outdoors – link 

to the transition profile.  

 

Spaces 

• Max and the Bookworm loved reading books 

together - create a space for reading using torches, 

blankets, rugs, cushions to give it a cosy feel where 

children can feel safe, happy and content whilst 

they share a book. 

Interactions 

• Max became close friends with the worm/dragon.  

• Support a small group discussion about friendships. 

Use this opportunity to talk about friends, how we 

are all different and have different likes and dislikes 

• Sharing a story with a friend or reading to a soft toy 

in our cosy areas both indoors and outdoors 

• Bedtime Stories – Keyperson to read story and 

upload to ClickView/Learning Journals 

• Bringing in/uploading/emailing photos of our family 

and/or pets – share with our friends and talk about 

who is in the picture 

 

Transitions 

• Share some photographs of school buildings and 

grounds of schools that the children will be 

attending. 

 

30.5.22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 4 

Change/ 

Transition 

 

 

Exploring 

Transformations 

 

Interactions 

• Suggested stories – Zog, The Trouble with Dragons, 

The Ugly Duckling 

• Max explored lots of ideas for a pet – discuss  

• Look at our similarities, differences, needs  

 

Spaces 
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1.6.22 & 

2.6.22 
 

P1 Teachers to meet 

pre-schoolers in the 

Nursery Environment 

• Sensory - fruit tea bags (eg strawberry, blackberry 

etc) in the water tray – watch the water change 

colour, how does it smell? 

 

Experiences 

• Watch Debi Gliori talking about how she works. 

Explore the materials she suggests making own 

pictures and stories 

• Max noticed the bookworm was changing colour – 

use paint or food colouring to mix new colours to 

make pictures or to colour the water in the water 

tray 

• In the story the bookworm liked curry and extra hot 

chilli crisps and sometimes he made awful smells! – 

explore strongly scented herbs and spices, 

discussing smells that the children like or dislike 

(could be added as resources to mud kitchen?) 

• Dragon yoga 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=7NWzS2xziI4  

• Create a dragon experience with the children? 

Perhaps experiment with vinegar and bicarb of 

soda to recreate smoke coming out of the dragon’s 

head 

Transitions 

• Place an emphasis on children developing self-help 

skills i.e., putting on their own shoes and jackets, 

hanging their bag on their peg, recognising their 

names around nursery and any others  

6.6.22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6.6.22 & 

7.6.22 

Week 5 

Resilience 

 

 

Emotions 

 

 

Sharing 

 

 

Trying new things 
 

10-10.30am 

Pre-Schoolers to visit P1 

classes for cosy story 

time & orientation of 

new learning 

environment 

Experiences 

• Host a cuddly toy picnic in the Nursery setting 

• Host a pyjama day or bedtime story day and bring 

in their favourite book from home  

• Get creative with some transient art using loose 

parts and natural materials. What emotion faces 

can they make? 

• Circle time games to support with turn-taking 

 

Spaces 

• Using the cosy space from week 2, share favourite 

stories with each other in pyjamas 

• Max thought that the dragon was going to fly away 

forever. Use of feelings area within the playroom to 

discuss how he might have been feeling at this time 

and use this opportunity to discuss how children 

might be feeling about their transition to school. This 

area may be supported with books about emotions, 

‘Emotion Work’ cards, or emotion stones/spoons 

 

Interactions 

• Design own healthy picnic menu - link in with 

packed/ school lunches. Think about what fruits and 

vegetables are in season. Do you have somewhere 

the children can help to pick fruit and vegetables 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=7NWzS2xziI4
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that they could try at the picnic? This would be a 

great opportunity for tasting some new foods!  

 

• Singing songs together: Teddy Bears Picnic, Teddy 

Bear Teddy Bear Turn Around, or If you are Happy 

and You Know it 

• Discussions surrounding new feelings that children 

might be experiencing about going to their new 

school. - Suggested Stories -The Colour Monster, 

Ruby’s Worry or The Huge Bag of Worries 

Transitions 

• Some of the children will have now visited their P1 

classroom. In a small group revisit your mind map 

from week 1 discuss what children now know and 

any concerns that they may have. 

14.6.22  

 

Week 6 

Journey 

to school 
 

P1 Induction Day  

Meet the teacher/s 

9.30am (TBC) 

 
Induction Pack 

Parent Information 

Welcome to P1 

Booklet 

All to receive a school 

tie, House badge, 

House T-shirt & 

House Bookmark 

 

 

Experiences 

• Draw a line map to show what we remember from 

our visit to our new school 

• Turn their own experiences of visiting their new 

school and meeting new teacher into our own story 

to share with friends and family, just as Max did 

when he would read to the Bookworm! 

 

Interactions 

• Opportunities to talk about and share experiences 

of visiting our new school and meeting their teacher 

– how are we feeling?). Is there anything else to find 

out? 

• Transition books to support the move to school. 

 

Spaces 

• Exploring our new school environment – how is it 

different to nursery? 

 

Transitions 

• In small group time, discuss with the children their 

experiences of visiting their new schools. What did 

their classroom look like? Did they meet their new 

teacher? What was the name of their teacher? Do 

they know the name of their new school?  

15.6.22 P1 Fun Family Lunch 

12.30pm 

Experiences 

Lunch time opportunity 

• For parent or carer & child can be ordered in 

advance, with payment in cash- further details to 

come. 

 21.6.22 Teddy Bear Picnic at 

Roseburn at 9.30am 

Parent Coffee & Cake 

 

 

Experiences 

• The children will engage in a Teddy Bear picnic at 

Roseburn. They will meet the Buddies and receive a 

welcome card from their Buddy. 

• Parents will have an opportunity to meet each other 

and chat over a tea or coffee. 
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