Roseburn Primary School

Reading Guidelines
Nursery – Primary 7
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1

NATIONAL EXPECTATIONS
The following outlines National Curriculum levels that pupils should be expected to achieve
at the end of each stage. The planning pace of teaching, lesson content and approaches
and strategies used, should enable pupils to achieve national levels.

Pupils Working Within National Expectations
Primary 1 are expected to achieve Early Level
Primary 4 are expected to achieve First Level
Primary 7 are expected to achieve Second Level
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Reading Guidelines
The Teaching of Reading

A focus for reading should be identified in yearly, termly and weekly plans in order to ensure that
pupils develop a breadth of critical literacy skills. The weekly lessons should expose pupils to a
range of opportunities (independent, paired and teacher led) which allows them to practise
the skill identified. Teachers should use a variety of shared texts to develop children’s skills in
reading e.g. newspapers, lyrics “100 Shared Texts”, poetry and reading comprehension books.
In addition, critical literacy skills should also be developed through the use of film, adverts,
animation etc.
The Roseburn learner should be supported in their literacy journey from learning to decode
words, develop their comprehension and inference skills (Appendix 1).

Nursery

At Roseburn Nursery we promote curiosity and interest for reading and writing through an
environment that is rich in opportunities for learning key literacy skills. We make sure that the
learning is contextualised and is meaningful for the children. Use of the Up, Up & Away Circle
Literacy Rich Environmental Toolkit supports this.
Every day a story will be read to the children. The same book will be read for a week at group
time to
- Work on new vocabulary
- Promote High Order Questioning during the week (use made of Blooms taxonomy)
- Give the children the opportunity to retell the story through drama and/or using props
At the story corner books are changed at least once a fortnight and they are related to the
topic. A variety of books are provided: fiction and fact books. Adults read stories to the children
when the children request it.
Writing/ Mark making is encouraged in all areas of nursery, indoors and outdoors.
Adults scribe for children when requested.
Examples of writing are displayed across the Nursery environment.
Rhyming games and sound games will be played throughout the year.
Weekly sessions of singing nursery rhymes.
Children are encouraged to recognise their name at different times during the session: selfregistration, snack time, gluing, etc.
Bedtime Stories and Story Sacks are available for families
School and Local Library visits are planned and Author or Storyteller visits or Authors Live sessions
are valued.

Primary 1 and Primary 2

The following should act as a guideline for the approach to teaching reading:
• 2 to 3 sounds a week should be taught following The Literacy Rich Programme.
• Reading groups should be taken 4 times a week with effective questioning led by an
adult (use made of Blooms Buttons).
• Dictation activities once a week
• Reading activities once a week with a mix of activities
• Handwriting once or twice every week
• Tricky words and word building activities should be built in through play
• Writing workshop once every week

Primary 3 to Primary 7

The weekly rotation of reading sessions is modelled on 3 reading groups working on a 3-part
system. Each group completes one of the tasks below during a reading session. There are 3
reading sessions in a week, each lasting between 45-60 minutes. For some pupils reading groups
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e.g. those following Read, Write Inc, will continue to be taken by an adult. Use should be made
of HOTs questioning fans in order to enable pupils to develop their critical literacy skills. In
addition, Book Detective roles should be used in P4 and P5 and Literature Circle approach
should be used in P6 and P7 for no more than two terms.

Lessons 1-3
•
•
•

Teacher led
Paired reading
Independent Task

Example of a rotation: 3-day rotation (if you have 3 groups)
MONDAY
Independent Task
Teacher Led
Paired Reading

GROUP 1
GROUP 2
GROUP 3

TUESDAY
Teacher Led
Paired Reading
Independent Task

WEDNESDAY
Paired Reading
Independent Task
Teacher Led

Order of activities

1. Ready to Read (pupils working independently/co-operatively)
2. Guided Reading (with teacher)
3. Writing from reading (pupils working independently)

To supplement the school’s own records, we recommend a combination of the following tools
to support the assessment and levelling of reading. The use of these tools (particularly the first
four elements) in combination, and at different times of the year, is considered to exemplify
good practice.

Book Banding
At Roseburn Primary School we pride ourselves on making sure we are Getting It Right For Every
Child (GIRFEC). This includes selecting the correct resources for the pupil based upon the most
up to date knowledge the teacher has about their learning from both formative / summative
assessment and the class teacher’s professional opinion based on working with the child.
The Single Word Reading Test at the end of each session provides a starting point for
understanding the child’s level. This is only a snapshot and should be used as a starting point.
The school’s reading books are organised in a system called BOOK BANDING. This means that
reading books are organised according to the reading age (or ability to decode words). When
selecting reading books, teachers should make sure that the reading age of the book matches
the ability of the child, based on up to date information. The book band system is designed to
help schools grade their reading books. Most reading scheme books for children have been
given a book band colour by the publisher based on the level of reading difficulty. See Appendix
2.

1. Book Bands Level and Oxford Reading Tree / All Stars
This continuum is able to show progress within NC levels.

•

Band 1 (Pink) -2 (Pink) working towards Early Level

•

Band 3 (Red) - 4 (Yellow) - 5 (Blue) working within Early / First Level

•

Band 6 (Green), Band 7 (Orange), Band 8 (Turquoise), Band 8 / 9 (Purple), Band 9
(Gold), Band 9 / 10 (Plum) working towards First Level
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2. Guided Reading Records (Appendix 3)
Each class should have a record in their tracking folder of the books which each group
have read. The most up-to date plan should be kept in the forward plan folder and
updated as books are read. This is also a valuable tool to identify what reading
strategies/behaviours are being used. Notes on these sheets can provide useful
qualitative information about a children’s attitude to reading and their reading
preferences, etc. The information can be used to make informed decisions about which
type of texts children should be encouraged to read in order to develop their enjoyment
of reading, their reading and comprehension skills.
3. Home-school Record / Reading Card Record (Appendix 4)
P1- 3 are issued with a school reading record to be completed and signed by parents.
P4-7 have a home reading record where they record what they’ve read.
4. Reading Age
The results from NGRT or the online national assessment in reading can be used to
complement the above. It should not be used on its own to indicate a level because it
rarely measures comprehension.
Even when a child has a matching
reading/chronological age this does not mean they have reached the CfE expectations
for reading.

HOMEWORK
Reading will be shared on a weekly basis to P1-P3 pupils. Home tasks will be clearly
communicated to pupils and parents, and should be recorded in homework diaries. P4-P7 Pupils
should read a book which they have chosen for enjoyment at home.

Reading for Enjoyment
Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s educational success
than their family’s socio-economic status (OECD, 2002).
Pupils at Roseburn are encouraged to choose books which will develop their love of reading.
Pupils are supported to read a variety of books throughout their time at Roseburn. They are able
to self-select using the “Five Finger Guide”.

Regularly reading stories or novels outside of school is associated with higher scores in
reading assessments (PIRLS, 2006; PISA, 2009).
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ASSESSMENT
Formative assessment of reading takes place within the classroom during every reading session
but more formal testing of reading ability takes place in May at each level. P1 sit the YARC
Reading Assessment, P4 and P7 sit online New Group Reading Tests and other stages sit paper
versions of NGRT. Standardised scores are calculated, results analysed and results provide a
small part of the overall picture of children’s progress. PM Benchmarking is also used throughout
the year to assess reading ability.

Additional Support for Learning
Where the progress of a child is causing concern: this would be discussed with SLT at a planning
or tracking meeting, or with the ASL teacher during liaison time or by completing an ASL referral
form.
Interventions which may be put in place to support children following further assessment and
observations, include, support from a PSA, Read, Write, Inc., Fresh Start or the Dyslexia Support
Programme.

6

Higher cognitive
demand, but it is
possible to train these
thinking muscles at all
ages.

Appendix 1

Making meaning is
the guide and the
goal.

.
Word
reading
Cracking
the code:
piecing
together
the cues
to make a
word
make
sense in
context

Comprehension
(knowledge and experience of the world brought
to bear alongside strategies)
Clarify

Monitor
and
summarise

Select and
retrieve

Respond
and
explain

Noticing
the bits
that don’t
make
sense

Developing
a mental
map of the
text

Seeking
the
specific…

What
you think
and feel

Inference

Empathise
Predict
See layers of
meaning
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Language for effect

How part relates to
whole: writer’s
choices in relation
to intention

Themes and
conventions
Categorisation:
similarities and
differences between
like texts/ other texts I
have read

Appendix 2
PM Benchmark Kit
PM Reading Levels and Reading Ages
(use as a guide for levelling)

NC Levels
For Guidance Only

AR
Level

PM Level

Early
Early
Early
Early
Early
Early / First
Early / First
Early / First
Early / First
Early / First
Early / First
Early / First
Early / First
Early / First
First
First
First
First
First
First
First
First
First
First
Second

1.0
1.0
1.1
1.2
1.2
1.2
1.4
1.4
1.5
1.7
1.7
1.7
1.8
1.8
2.0
2.0
2.3
2.3
2.6
2.9
3.0
3.3
3.6

Level 1
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5
Level 6
Level 7
Level 8
Level 9
Level 10
Level 11
Level 12
Level 13
Level 14
Level 15
Level 16
Level 17
Level 18
Level 19
Level 20
Level 21
Level 22
Level 23
Level 24
Level 25

Second

4.0

Level 26

Second
Second
Second

4.3
4.6
4.8

Level 27
Level 28
Level 29

Second

5.0

Level 30

Second
Second
Second

5.3
5.6
6.0

Level 31
Level 32
Level 33

Colour Band
(Book Bands)
Pink 1
Pink 2
Red 1
Red 2
Red 3
Yellow1
Yellow 2
Yellow 3
Blue 1
Blue 2
Blue 3
Green 1
Green 2
Green 3
Orange 1
Orange 2
Turquoise 1
Turquoise 2
Purple1
Purple 2
Gold 1
Gold 2
Plum 1 (silver)
Plum 2 (silver)
Brown1
(emerald)
Brown 2
(emerald)
Grey 1 (ruby)
Grey 2 (ruby)
Jade 1
(sapphire)
Jade 2
(sapphire)
Lime
Lime
Ruby

Reading Ages for PM
Levels 1-14 are in the
range of Reading Ages 5
-6.5 years.

The fine grading of the
PM levelling makes it
inappropriate to give
a specific Reading
age to the individual
levels between 1-14.
R.A. >6.5 years
R.A. < 7.0 years
R.A. >7.0 years
R.A. < 7.5 years
R.A. >7.5 years
R.A. < 8.0 years
R.A. >8.0 years
R.A. < 8.5 years
R.A. >8.5 years
R.A. < 9.0 years
R.A. 9.0 to 9.5 years
R.A. 9.5 to 10.0 years
R.A. 10.0 to 10.5 years
R.A. 10.5 to 11.0 years
R.A. 11.0 to 11.5 years
R.A. 11.5 to 12.5 years
R.A. 12.5 to 13.0 years
R.A. 13.0 to 14.0 years
R.A. 14.0 to 16.0 years

A quick and useful way of using this grid to establish reading level:
The PM levels above match with those in the PM Benchmarking Teacher’s Resource book
1. Use previous reading assessment information to establish approximate reading age.
2. Match reading age (right hand column) to equivalent Benchmark PM level.
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3. Select the appropriate level ‘unseen’ Benchmark reading book from PM Benchmark Kit and

hear child read and /or take running record (NB quickly establish, before reading the whole
book, if the book is too easy or too hard, and swap the book for a higher or lower text to
achieve instructional reading level, i.e. 5-10% challenge (1 in 5 words to 1 in10 words as reading
errors).
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Appendix 3
GUIDED READING SESSION
ORT Level: 1
CfE Level: Working towards Early (Pink)
PM Level: 1-2

Term:

Group name:
Names of children:

Books

Main teaching objective(s):

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Can recognise own name
Can hold book correctly
Can recognise front and back cover
Can understand that reading is made from writing
Can understands that print conveys meaning
Can differentiate between text and illustration
Can name some letters (capitals and lower case)
Can talk about stories and use pictures to support
Locate title, cover, author, illustrator

•

Open front cover
Turn pages appropriately
Understanding that left page comes before right
Understand that we read print from left to right
Can point to words as they are being read,
matching to spoken word
Predict the story line and some vocabulary

Observations individual / group and points for next session:

Some children need more challenge (reorganise groups?)
Some children need more reinforcement (reorganise groups?)
Follow up: (e.g.)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Preparation task for next Group Reading session - home learning activity

•
•
•
•

Retell story to friend

Modelling by teacher reading to the class
Big Books to demonstrate following a text
Tricky word flashcards
Word wall
Reinforcement activity, e.g. picture sequencing, phonic game, listen to
CD
Give time for further independent reading in class
Blooms buttons
Other
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Remember to fill in homeschool reading card.

GUIDED READING SESSION RECORD
ORT LEVEL: 3
CfE Level: Working towards Early (Red)
PM Level:3-5

Term:

Group name:
Names of children:

Books:

Main teaching objective(s):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Locate and recall title
Have control of one-to-one meaning
Use known words to check and confirm reading
Start to read more rhythmically or use phrasing while maintaining track of print
Repeat words, phrases or sentences to check, confirm or modify own reading
Predict from meaning, syntax and print to solve new words using knowledge of sound, letter and pattern
Can recognise familiar and common words in simple text
Can recognise print structure of a word, individual letters and the space between words
Can say how they feel about stories and poems
Know difference between a letter and a word

Observations individual / group and points for next session:

Some children need more challenge (reorganise groups?)
Some children need more reinforcement (reorganise groups?)
Follow up: (e.g.)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Preparation task for next Group Reading session - home learning activity

•
•
•
•

Retell story to friend

Modelling by teacher reading to the class
Big Books to demonstrate following a text
Tricky word flashcards
Word wall
Reinforcement activity, e.g. picture sequencing, phonic game, listen to
CD
Give time for further independent reading in class
Blooms buttons
Other
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Remember to fill in homeschool reading card.

GUIDED READING SESSION RECORD
ORT LEVEL: 4
CfE Level: Working within Early / First Level (Yellow)
PM Benchmark Level: 6-8
Group name:
Names of children:

Term:

Books:

Main teaching objective(s):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aim to follow print with eyes only, finger-pointing only at points of difficulty
Take more note of punctuation to support the use of grammar and oral language rhythms
Note familiar words and letter clusters and use these to get to unknown words, e.g. look – took
Search for information in print to predict, confirm or attempt new words while reading
Notice relationships between one text and another
Predict in more detail using clues from the text
Contributes to discussions about events, characters and ideas relevant to the text
Retells familiar stories in different ways e.g. role play, puppets, drawing
Relates ideas and information from a text to personal experiences

Observations individual / group and points for next session:

Some children need more challenge (reorganise groups?)

Some children need more reinforcement (reorganise groups?)
Follow up: (e.g.)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Preparation task for next Group Reading session - home learning activity

•
•
•

Retell story to friend

•

Other

Modelling by teacher reading to the class
Big Books to demonstrate following a text
Tricky word flashcards
Word wall
Reinforcement activity, e.g. picture sequencing, phonic game, listen to
CD
Give time for further independent reading in class
Blooms buttons
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Remember to fill in homeschool reading card.

GUIDED READING SESSION RECORD
ORT Level: 5
CfE Level: Working within Early/ First Level (Blue)
PM Benchmark Level: 9-11
Group name:
Names of children:

Term:

Books:

Main teaching objective(s):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Move through text attending to meaning, print and sentence structure flexibly
Self-correct more rapidly on the run
Re-read to enhance phrasing and clarify precise meaning
Solve new words using print information along with attention to meaning
Use analogy with known vocabulary to solve new words
Manage a greater variety of text genre, showing an awareness of fiction and non-fiction when choosing for a
purpose
Discuss content of the text in a manner which indicates precise understanding

Observations individual / group and points for next session:

Some children need more challenge (reorganise groups?)

Some children need more reinforcement (reorganise groups?)

Follow up: (e.g.)

•
•

Preparation task for next GR session - home learning activity

•
•
•
•

Retell story to friend

Reinforcement activity, e.g. picture sequencing, phonic game, listen to
CD
Give time for further independent reading in class
Blooms buttons
Other

13

Remember to fill in homeschool reading card.

GUIDED READING SESSION RECORD
ORT LEVEL: 6
CfE Level: Working within Early / First Level (Green)
PM Benchmark Level: 12-14
Group name:
Names of children:

Books:

Main teaching objective(s) :
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Can read aloud with support
Can make simple deductions with help and prompts from the teacher
Read fluently with attention to punctuation
Solve new words using print detail while attending to meaning and syntax
Track visually additional lines of print without difficulty
Manage effectively a growing variety of texts
Discuss and interpret character and plot more fully
Asks and answers questions about events and ideas in a text

Observations individual / group and points for next session:

Some children need more challenge (reorganise groups?)
Some children need more reinforcement (reorganise groups?)

Follow up: (e.g.)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Preparation task for next GR session - home learning activity
Reinforcement activity, e.g. picture sequencing, phonic game, listen to CD
Retell story to friend
Give time for further independent reading in class
Blooms buttons
Other
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Term:

GUIDED READING SESSION RECORD
ORT LEVEL: 7
CfE Level: Working within First Level (Orange)
PM Benchmark Level: 15-16

Term:

Group name:
Names of children:

Books:

Main teaching objective(s):

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Get started without relying on illustrations
Read longer phrases and more complex sentences
Attend to a range of punctuation
Search for and use familiar syllables within words to
read longer words
Begin to infer meaning from the text
Selects books based on cover/ title/ author/
illustrator/ blurb

Selects texts for purpose, including enjoyment
Explains preferences for particular texts
Identifies main idea of text
Makes appropriate suggestions about the purpose of
a text

Observations individual / group and points for next session:

Some children need more challenge (reorganise groups?)

Some children need more reinforcement (reorganise groups?)
Follow up: (e.g.)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Preparation task for next GR session - home learning activity
Reinforcement activity, e.g. picture sequencing, phonic game, listen to CD
Retell story to friend
Give time for further independent reading in class
Blooms buttons
Other
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GUIDED READING SESSION RECORD
BOOK BAND LEVEL: 8
CfE Level: Working within First Level (Turquoise)
Reading Recovery Level: 17-18
Group name:
Names of children:

Books:

Main teaching objective(s):
•
•
•
•

•
•

Term:

Extract meaning from the text while reading with less dependence on illustrations
Approach different genres with increasing flexibility
Use punctuation and text layout to read with a greater range of expression
Sustain reading through longer sentence structures and paragraphs
Tackle a higher ratio of more complex words as well as an increasing number of common words
Use a range of word recognition strategies

Observations individual / group and points for next session:

Some children need more challenge (reorganise groups?)

Some children need more reinforcement (reorganise groups?)
Follow up: (e.g.)

•

Preparation task for next GR session - home learning activity

•

Reinforcement activity, e.g. picture sequencing, phonic game, listen to CD

•

Retell story to friend

•

Give time for further independent reading in class

•

Blooms buttons

•

Other
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GUIDED READING SESSION RECORD
BOOK BAND LEVEL: 9
CfE Level: Working within First Level (Purple)
PM Benchmark Level: 19-20
Group name:
Names of children:

Term:

Books:

Main teaching objective(s):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Look through a variety of texts with growing independence to predict content, layout and story development
Read silently or quietly at a more rapid pace, taking note of punctuation and using it to keep track of longer
sentences
Decodes unknown words by locating and pronouncing familiar letter patterns and blends
Uses context clues to read and understand texts
Adapt to fiction, non-fiction or poetic language with growing flexibility
Take more conscious account of literacy effects used by writers
Begin to make more conscious use of reading to extend speaking and writing vocabulary and syntax

Observations individual / group and points for next session:

Some children need more challenge (reorganise groups?)

Some children need more reinforcement (reorganise groups?)
Follow up: (e.g.)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Reinforcement activity, e.g. from Active Literacy, comprehension questions
Retell story to friend
Give time for further independent reading in class
Blooms fans
Book detectives
Other
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GUIDED READING SESSION RECORD
BOOK BAND LEVEL: 9/10
CfE Level: Working within First Level (Gold)
PM Benchmark Level: 23-24

Term:

Group name:
Names of children:

Books:

Main teaching objective(s):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Look through a variety of texts with growing independence to predict content, layout and story development
Read silently or quietly at a more rapid pace, taking note of punctuation and using it to keep track of longer
sentences
Solve most unfamiliar words on the run
Adapt to fiction, non-fiction or poetic language with growing flexibility and knows their features
Take more conscious account of literacy effects used by writers
Begin to make more conscious use of reading to extend speaking and writing vocabulary
Reads aloud a familiar piece of text adding expression and showing understanding
Recognise the difference between fact and opinion
Offers own ideas about the text and, when appropriate, links them to personal experience

Observations individual / group and points for next session:

Some children need more challenge (reorganise groups?)
Some children need more reinforcement (reorganise groups?)
Follow up: (e.g.)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Reinforcement activity, e.g. from Active Literacy, comprehension questions
Retell story to friend
Give time for further independent reading in class
Blooms fans
Book detectives
Other
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GUIDED READING SESSION RECORD
BOOK BAND LEVEL: 10
CfE Level: Working within First Level (Gold)
PM Benchmark: 21-22

Term:

Group name:
Names of children:

Books:

Main teaching objective(s):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Can read aloud confidently, using expression and intonation
Can comment on the ways in which the book is written or presented
Can suggest extensions or alternatives to plot
Can identify and discuss main characters
Can use knowledge of the alphabet to locate information in dictionaries, indexes etc
Can suggest extensions or alternative to plot
Read silently most of the time
Sustain interest in longer text, returning to it easily after a break
Use text more fully as a reference and as a model
Search for and find information in texts more flexibly
Notice the spelling of unfamiliar words and relate to known word
Show increased awareness of vocabulary and precise meaning
Express reasoned opinions about what is read
Offer and discuss interpretations of text

Observations individual / group and points for next session:

Some children need more challenge (reorganise groups?)
Some children need more reinforcement (reorganise groups?)
Follow up: (e.g.)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Reinforcement activity, e.g. from Active Literacy, comprehension questions
Retell story to friend
Give time for further independent reading in class
Blooms fans
Book detectives
Other
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GUIDED READING SESSION RECORD
BOOK BAND LEVEL: 11
CfE Level: Working within First Level (Plum)
PM Benchmark: 23-24

Term:

Group name:
Names of children:

Books:

Main teaching objective(s):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Read independently, using strategies to appropriately to establish meaning
Can show understanding of main points
Can express reading preferences
Can extract information from non-fiction using contents, index, headings, sub-headings and diagrams
Finds key information from a text using different strategies
Makes notes under given headings for different purposes
Can make sensible predictions
Can use appropriate voices for characters
Can adopt a story-telling voice
Can recognise the main differences between fiction and non-fiction texts
Asks and answers literal and inferential questions about a text

Observations individual / group and points for next session:

Some children need more challenge (reorganise groups?)

Some children need more reinforcement (reorganise groups?)
Follow up: (e.g.)

•

Reinforcement activity, e.g. from Active Literacy, comprehension questions

•

Retell story to friend

•

Give time for further independent reading in class

•

Blooms fans

•

Book detectives

•

Other
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GUIDED READING SESSION RECORD
BOOK BAND LEVEL: 12
CfE Level: Working within Second Level (Brown)
PM Benchmark Level: 25-26
Group name:
Names of children:

Books:

Main teaching objective(s):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Term:

Can read a range of appropriate texts fluently and accurately
Selects texts regularly for a range of purposes including enjoyment or to find information
Explains preferences for particular authors, texts or sources with supporting detail
Can justify prediction by referring to the story
Can begin to find meanings beyond the literal
Can respond to the tension in a story
Can read ahead to determine direction in meaning
Can pause appropriately in response to punctuation and/or meaning
Creates different types of questions to show understanding of texts

Observations individual / group and points for next session:

Some children need more challenge (reorganise groups?)
Some children need more reinforcement (reorganise groups?)
Follow up: (e.g.)

•

Reinforcement activity, e.g. from Active Literacy, comprehension questions

•

Retell story to friend

•

Give time for further independent reading in class

•

Blooms fans

•

Reading detectives(P4-5) / Literacy circles (P6-7)

•

Other
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GUIDED READING SESSION RECORD
BOOK BAND LEVEL: 13
CfE Level: Working within Second Level (Grey)
Reading Recovery Level:
Group name:
Names of children:

Books:

Main teaching objective(s);
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Term:

Shows understanding of significant ideas, themes, events and characters
Can identify key points when reading an appropriate text
Can use evidence from the text to justify opinion
Can locate and use information
Can show with help that they have used inference and deduction
Can find relevant words in a text without prompting
Can show awareness of the listener through use of pauses, emphasis and pace to entertain and maintain interest
Can understand how the meaning of sentences is shaped by punctuation, word order or connectives
Use knowledge of context clues, word recognition texts grammar, punctuation and layout to read unfamiliar
texts with understanding
Uses strategies and resources to read and understand unfamiliar vocabulary

Observations individual / group and points for next session:

Some children need more challenge (reorganise groups?)

Some children need more reinforcement (reorganise groups?)
Follow up: (e.g.)

•

Reinforcement activity, e.g. from Active Literacy, comprehension questions

•

Retell story to friend

•

Give time for further independent reading in class

•

Blooms fans

•

Reading detectives(P4-5) / Literacy circles (P6-7)

•

Other
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GUIDED READING SESSION RECORD
BOOK BAND LEVEL: 14
CfE Level: Working within Second Level (Jade)
Reading Recovery Level: 29-30
Group name:
Names of children:

Books:

Main teaching objective(s):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Term:

Can refer to the text to support predictions and opinions
Can show by their answers that they have read beyond the literal
Can tackle unfamiliar and challenging texts with confidence
Can identify expressive, figurative and descriptive language used to create effects in poetry and prose
Can use skimming, scanning and note-making to identify the gist or key points in a text and to find key
information
Can recognise the ways writers present issues and points of view in fiction or non-fiction
Can identify how language is used and structured in a range of texts
Can recognise complex sentences
Can recognise and identify the language conventions of a range of texts
Can locate relevant information and use findings coherently
Can identify fact and opinion in a text

Observations individual / group and points for next session:

Some children need more challenge (reorganise groups?)

Some children need more reinforcement (reorganise groups?)
Follow up: (e.g.)

•

Reinforcement activity, e.g. from Active Literacy, comprehension questions

•

Retell story to friend

•

Give time for further independent reading in class

•

Blooms fans

•

Reading detectives(P4-5) / Literacy circles (P6-7)

•

Other
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GUIDED READING SESSION RECORD
BOOK BAND LEVEL: 15
Term:
CfE Level: Working within Second Level (Lime)
PM Benchmark: 31-32
Group name:
Books:
Names of children:

Main teaching objective(s):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Can read fluently, using voice, pace, tone and language to engage the reader
Can select relevant information from a range of appropriate texts
Can identify key features, themes and characters across a range of appropriate texts
Can select sentences, phrases and relevant information to justify opinions
Clearly understand the story
Can draw on detail to give persuasive answer to questions
Can explain implied meanings making reference to text
Can use note-making effectively, using own words, to summarise the main points in a text and create their own
text on the topic, demonstrating their understanding
Can distinguish between fact and opinion with appropriate explanation
Recognises techniques used to influence the reader, for example, word choice, emotive language, rhetorical
questions, repetition
Finds and selects relevant information from a range of sources

Observations individual / group and points for next session:

Some children need more challenge (reorganise groups?)

Some children need more reinforcement (reorganise groups?)
Follow up: (e.g.)

•

Reinforcement activity, e.g. from Active Literacy, comprehension questions

•

Retell story to friend

•

Give time for further independent reading in class

•

Blooms fans

•

Reading detectives(P4-5) / Literacy circles (P6-7)

•

Other
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GUIDED READING SESSION RECORD
BOOK BAND LEVEL: 16
CfE Level: Working within Second Level (Ruby)
PM Benchmark: 33
Group name:
Books:
Names of children:

Main teaching objective(s):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Term:

Can use inference and deduction with confidence
Can describe and evaluate authors’ use of techniques, e.g. narrative structure, themes or figurative
language, justifying interpretations by reference to the text
Can retrieve and collate information from a range of sources
Can communicate a sense of the hidden irony
Reads and comprehends text that is abstract and removed form personal experience
Makes critical comparisons between texts
Can recognise and discuss the elements and purposes of different text structures, e.g. reports, procedures,
narratives etc.
Recognises and can explain which sources of information are most useful/ accurate
Relates writer’s theme to own/ other’s experiences

Observations individual / group and points for next session:

Some children need more challenge (reorganise groups?)

Some children need more reinforcement (reorganise groups?)
Follow up: (e.g.)

•

Reinforcement activity, e.g. from Active Literacy, comprehension questions

•

Retell story to friend

•

Give time for further independent reading in class

•

Blooms fans

•

Reading detectives(P4-5) / Literacy circles (P6-7)

•

Other
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GUIDED READING SESSION RECORD
BOOK BAND LEVEL:
CfE Level:
PM Benchmark:

Term:

Group name:
Names of children:

Books:

Main teaching objective(s):

Observations individual / group and points for next session:

Some children need more challenge (reorganise groups?)
Some children need more reinforcement (reorganise groups?)
Follow up: (e.g.)
• Preparation task for next GR session - home learning activity

•

Reinforcement activity, e.g. picture sequencing, phonic
game, listen to CD

•

Retell story to friend

•

Give time for further independent reading in class

•

Make response in Reading Journal
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Remember to fill in homeschool reading card.

Appendix 4

Roseburn Reading Record

Name _____________P___
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Reading Record
Title

Author

Date Started

Wow Words and definitions

Fantastic Phrases (descriptive, similes, metaphors, alliteration)

My favourite book was … because …

28

Date Finished
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Appendix 5

Book Detective Tasks

30

31

32

33

Appendix 6

Literature Circle Roles
Literature Circle Role Cards
Literature Circle Information
Literature Circle Assessment
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Question Master
1. Create 3 to 5 interesting discussion questions using your HOTS cards (remember to think of questions high up on the pyramid).
2. Try to think of questions that will get your circle group to dig into the book and share their thoughts and opinions.

Comic Creator

Create a comic strip (no more than 6 boxes) which summarise the chapters you have read in your group book this week.

Fortune Teller
Write a summary of what you think might happen next in your book in no more than one paragraph. This should include:
§
The main points and ideas.
§
Give reasons using examples from what you have read.

Summariser

Write a summary in no more than one paragraph which:
§ Includes the main points and ideas.
§ Is in chronological order.

Description Detective

The Description Detective’s job is to find all the effective ways in which the author has described things.
• You should write down all the adjectives, adverbs, metaphors and similes in the passage, which you have read which you, think are
particularly good.
• These should be written down ready to share with the group as well as the reasons why you think these words are particularly effective.
• After reading the words, you should discuss these descriptive words and phrases with the group. Discuss why they were selected.
• Ask the group if they can think of any other words that could be used in their place.

Illustrator
Good readers make pictures in their minds as they read. This is a chance to share some of your own images and visions. Draw some kind of
picture related to the reading you have just done. It can be a sketch, cartoon, diagram, flowchart, or stick- figure scene. You can draw a
picture of something that happened in your book, or something that the reading reminded you of, or a picture that conveys any idea or
feeling you got from the reading.

Literary Luminary
Your job is to locate a few special sections or quotations in the text for your group to talk over. The idea is to help people go back to some
especially interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling, or important sections of the reading and think about them more carefully. As you decide
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which passages or paragraphs are worth going back to, make a note why you picked each one and consider some plans for how they
should be shared. You can read passages aloud yourself, ask someone else to read them, or have people read them silently and then discuss.
Remember, the purpose is to suggest material for discussion.

Vocabulary Enricher/Word Wizard

The words a writer chooses are an important ingredient of the author’s craft. Your job is to be on the lookout for a few words that have special
meaning in today’s reading selection.
Jot down puzzling or unfamiliar words while you are reading. Later, look up the definitions in either a dictionary or some other source.
You may also run across words that stand out somehow in the reading – words that are repeated a lot, used in an unusual way, or are crucial
to the meaning of the text. Mark these special words, too, and be ready to share your ideas on their usage to the group. Note: When
discussing vocabulary, you should always refer back to the text in order to examine the word in context.
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The Summariser
Your job:
•

To prepare a brief summary of the section you have read

•

Retell the main events in that section to your group

•

You can make a list or a timeline to keep your answer in order

•

You can keep notes in your jotter

Questions for you to think about to help you in your job
1. What are the most important events you have read about in this section?
2. What makes them so important?
3. What effects do these events have on the plot?
4. What effect do these events have on the other characters?
5. What changes did you notice in plot/character or tone ?
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Your job:

The Question Writer

•

To create 3-5 questions that are interesting for discussion in your group

•

Ask questions that the answers can be found in the text

•

Ask the questions allow the other people in your group use their imagination

•

Ask questions that allow other people in your group share their own opinions

•

You have to have your own answers ready to share

Questions for you to think about to help you in your job
1. Are the answers are already there in the section of the book?
2. Will the other people be able to share their views and opinions of their own

experiences?
3. Will the other people be able to guess the answers from what they have already

read in that part of the book?
4. What comprehension questions could you prepare about the section you have just

read?
5. What skills do you want the group to demonstrate?
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The Word Wizard

Your job:
• Look out for interesting words and phrases (up to 10)
•

Look for words that are:
ü unfamiliar
ü unusual
ü funny
ü powerful
ü descriptive (wow)

•

Write down the page you found the words on (Use Post-it notes to keep the
place )

•

Find the true meaning of the word (dictionary/thesaurus)

•

Be prepared to explain why you chose these words or phrases

Questions for you to think about to help you in your job
1. Which words are used quite regularly?
2. Which words are used in unusual ways?
3. What words seem to have special meaning to the characters or author?
4. What part of speech is it? Noun? Verb? Adjective? Adverb? Opener?
5. What effect do the words or phrase have?
6. What does it make you think of?
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The Illustrator
Your job:
• To draw some kind of picture related to the section of the book you have read to
show how one person, place or event relates to the others.
Choose :

•

ü Sketch
ü Diagram
ü Cartoon strip
ü Map
ü Chart
ü A labelled diagram
•

Draw something that is discussed in detail in the story

•

Use detail and colour

•

Find/research images which relate to the part of the story you have read. Print
at home or at school .Email them but do it the day before or in ICT.

•

Explain your choices to the group

or
Questions for you to think about to help you in your job
1. What do you think this picture means?
2. Why did you choose this scene?
3. How does this drawing or image relate to the story?
4. Why did you choose to create the picture the way you did?
5. Did drawing help you to see something you had not noticed before?
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The Investigator

Your job:
•

To dig up background information on the book or any topics like it

•

Find information that :
ü Puzzles you
ü Interests you
ü Helps the group to understand the characters, setting, plot even better

Research for you to think about to help you in your job
1. The geography /weather, culture/ history of the book’s setting
2. Information about the author; all about his/her life
3. Information about the time this book was set
4. Pictures/objects or materials that illustrate parts of the book
Predictor
Question
5. Musicwriter
that reflects the book

1. What questions might appear in a comprehension exercise about the
section
you
have
just read? PROJECT...KEEP
(THINK !!! Literal/Inferential/Evaluative)
THIS IS
NOT
A RESEARCH
IT SIMPLE PLEASE!
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The Discussion Director

Your job:
• Keep the discussions flowing
•

Avoid silences

•

Keep everyone focussed

•

Create 4 questions you think the group should discuss about the chapters you
have read

•

Make sure the answers are ‘big’ and discussed in detail

•

You have to lead the discussion by inviting the others to introduce their topics

Questions for you to think about to help you in your job
1. What was going through your mind when you read this section?
2. How did you feel when reading this part of the book?
3. Did anything here surprise you?
4. Can anyone predict what could happen next?
5. What do you think are the most ideas?
6. What 1 question would you ask the writer?
7. What 1 question would you ask a character?
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The Connector
Your job:
•

To show how the part of the story you have read connects with your experiences

•

Link the story to:
ü Another book you have read
ü Something you have seen on television/at the movies
ü Your own life at school or home
ü Stories in the news

Questions for you to think about to help you in your job
1. What links can you make between the text and your own life?
2. What places can you compare this story too?
3. What other books or stories might you compare to this one?
4. What other characters or authors might you compare to this one?
5. What current events are related to this section of the book?
6. What is the connection that you and no one else have discovered?
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The Predictor
Your job:
• To consider what you have read in this section carefully
•

Imagine what is going to happen in the next chapters

•

Do not read ahead...it is you prediction

•

Imagine you are the author...what could happen now?

Questions for you to think about to help you in your job
1. What has already happened?
2. Will there be a twist in the story?
3. Is something bad/scary/exciting/lovely suddenly going to happen?
4. Is something about to happen to a character?
5. Is the setting going to change?
6. Have you read another story which had a similar plot?
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Discussion Elements
Active Listening

Active Participation
(respond to ideas and share
feelings)

Asking Questions
for Clarification
Piggybacking
Off Others' Ideas

Looks Like
Eyes on speaker
Hands empty
Sit up
Mind is focused
Face speaker

Sounds Like
Speaker is voice only
Paying attention
Appropriate
responses
Voices low
One voice at a time

Eyes on speaker
Hands to yourself
Hands empty
Talking one at a time
Head nodding

Appropriate
responses
Follow off others
ideas
Nice comments
Positive attitudes
Positive, nice
questions
Polite answers

Listening
Hands empty
Listening
Paying attention

Postive, nice talking
Wait for people to
finish

Nice face
Nice looks

Polite responses
Quiet voices
No put downs

Eyes on speaker
Hands empty
Sit up
Face speaker
Mind is focused

Speaker's voice only
Appropriate
responses
Voices low

Supporting Opinions
with Evidence

One person talking
Attention on the
speaker

One voice

Encouraging Others

Prompt people to
share
Ask probing questions

Positive responses

Disagreeing Constructively

Focused on Discussion
(body posture and eye contact)
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Twelve Principles of Literature Circles
In Literature Circles each participant has a distinct role. Independent reading and collaborative learning are key concepts for
LC.
1 Students choose their own reading
2 Small temporary groups are formed based on book choice.
3 Different groups read different books.
4 Groups meet on a regular, predictable schedule for discussion.
5 Kids use written notes to guide both their reading and discussion.
6 Discussion topics come from the students, not the teacher.
7 Group meetings strive to become open, natural conversations about books.
8 Students take on rotating tasks of distinct roles.
9 The teacher serves as a facilitator and not as a group member or instructor.
10 Evaluation is by teacher observation and student self-evaluation.
11 A spirit of fun about reading pervades the room.
12 When books are finished, readers share with their classmates and new groups form around new reading choices.
Good practice is to suggest to pupils to read the text twice, once aloud as in Guided Reading, then independently with text
marking for a closer look.
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Assessment of Literature Circles
1. What are we assessing for?
2. When we observe, record, measure, or judge, what are we trying to accomplish?
3. What theories and principles guide our assessment efforts?
• To reinforce learner centered teaching methods.
• To make assessment an integral part of instruction, not something separate from teaching or done only after teaching
• To use a variety of assessment strategies and not be limited by traditional norm-referenced, competitive measures that rank
student one against the other.
Specific ways: student behaviors, during discussion, checklists, interviews, conferences, worksheets, and follow-up writing
assignments:
1. Student behaviors during discussion keyed either to the role sheets for a given discussion or to names of students in the small
groups, checklists are an important observation tool. Rubric of formal performance criteria using a scaled score sheet to rate
the entire group’s performance.
2. Individual or Group Reading Conferences also enable a teacher to assess the value of literature circles.
3. Portfolios are also an important means of overall assessment because they include everything related to the reading and
discussion of a book: daily role sheets, reading journals, and whatever extended, follow-up activity culminates the reading
and discussions, including a formal essay.
4. The role sheets help set students’ purposes for reading that guide the group meetings are artifacts teachers can collect to
evaluate the level of individual effort and performance.
5. Some kind of culminating project is yet another way to synthesize what has been learned by individual students and to
promote the book among other students in the class so that they may consider choosing the reading for one of their groups.
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Harvey Daniel’s Literature Circles Evaluation Form
%
40%

40%

20%

Trait
Productivity
Quality of reading
Contributions to group
Growth
Variety of books, authors, genres
Explanations and interpretations
Use of input from peers/teacher
Application of news skills and to next book
Response expressed in projects
Quality of Reading
Difficulty of texts read
Level of thinking shown
Leadership in group sessions
Sophistication of projects

Source of Data
Daily role sheets
Teacher observation

Role sheets
Conferences
Teacher observation
Artifacts
Projects
Teacher observation
Conferences
Artifacts
Portfolios

Literature Circle Assessment Rubric
Level One

Level Two

Level Three

Discussion

Does not participate in group
discussions. Offers few
opinions and makes no
personal connections to the
text. Doesn't ask questions.

Participates reluctantly in
group discussions. Offers
few opinions and makes
limited connections to the
text. Asks few questions.

Role
Fulfilment

Rarely completes role tasks
properly and not always on
time. Tasks are done with
little or no genuine effort.

Sometimes completes role
tasks properly but not
always on time. Tasks are
done with minimal effort.
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Participates competently in
group discussions. Offers some
insightful opinions and makes
connection to the text. Will
occasionally ask thoughtful
questions
Completes role tasks
independently and on time.
Tasks are thoughtfully done with
genuine effort.

Level Four
Participates enthusiastically in group
discussions. Offers insightful and
thoughtful opinions amd makes
pertinent connection to the text. Asks
pertinent, thoughtful questions that
extend beyond the text.
Completes role tasks independently
and on time. Tasks are thoughtfully
done demonstrating extension of the
activity.

Reading

Rarely completes assigned
reading on schedule.

Sometimes has assigned
reading completed on
schedule.

Almost always has assigned
reading completed on
schedule.

Has assigned reading completed on
schedule.

Following
directions

Off task the majority of the
time and disruptive to the
group
Has difficulty paying
attention to the speaker.

Sometimes follows the
director's steps but is off
task some of the time.
Listens occasionally but
doesn't interact with the
information

Follows direction and is only off
task occasionally

Follows the discussion director's steps
consistently.

Listens carefully for information
and comments occasionally.

Listens to other people's ideas. "Piggybacks" or builds off others' ideas.

Will rarely exchange, defend,
or rethink ideas.

Will, on occasion,
exchange, defend and
rethink ideas.
Interrupts when others are
contributing in an attempt
to share his/her ideas.

Will usually exchange, defend
and rethink ideas

Is always prepared to exchange,
defend and rethink ideas.

Usually respects the opinions of
others and demonstrates a
willingness to participate
cooperatively

Respects the opinions of others.
Encourages and supports the ideas
and efforts of others in a cooperative
manner.

Will share only occasionally
or only with selected group
members.

Will offer ideas when asked.

Offers ideas and reports findings
enthusiastically.

Listening
Persuading

Respecting

Sharing

Name

Usually chooses to argue or
ignore the group in an
uncooperative manner.

Usually refuses to contribute
to the group.

Discussion Role
Reading
Fulfillment

Following Listening
Directions
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Persuading Respecting Sharing
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Literature Circle – Group Self-Assessment Form
Novel: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Names: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ Date:
__________________________________________

Yes No Sometimes Explanation/Evidence
Everyone participates and shares in the discussion process. Communication
between group members is interactive.
The group is supportive of its individual members. The group promotes
frendliness, inclusion, and mutual respect.
The group discussion stays focused and on topic. It discusses issues directly
related to the subject at hand.
The group is energetic, enthusiastic, and positive.
The group members take ownership of their individual roles and come to the
discussion properly prepared.
Follow-up questions: What was the best thing about the way the group worked?
_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What was one problem? _________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How did you solve it? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What else might you have done? ___________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How could this exercise work better in the future? ____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Literature Circle Self-Assessment
Check the appropriate box for each category.
Yes
My
Preparation
Performing
My Role

When I
Worked with
the Group

Our Group
Conversation

No

Somewhat

I completed all the required reading
I prepared my materials in detail
I presented ideas clearly and used
text to support answers
I presented all of the information from
my materials
I stayed on topic
I gave others the opportunity to
participate and did not talk over
others
I provided evidence from the text
when I participated
I stayed on topic
I listened carefully to others and often
added to their responses
We made sure everyone
participated
We made sure one voice talked at a
time
We gave evidence from the text
We stayed focused
We promoted a friendly atmosphere
of collaboration

What was the best thing about how the group worked together?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What was one problem the group had? How did you solve it?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What plans do you have to improve your Literature Circle group for next time?
______________________________________________________________________________
52

______________________________________________________________________________
What did you learn about this section of the text?
______________________________________________________________________________
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Literature Circle Reflection Sheet

Reflect on your participation:
Reflection Statements

Did not do

Needs
improvemen
t

Satisfactory

We were prepared for this
meeting.*
We answered questions
asked by my group members.
We remained on topic
throughout the meeting.
We gave reasons and
examples to support our
opinions.
We listened carefully and did
not interrupt our group
members.
*assigned reading and questions completed prior to class

•

What important contributions were made to your group’s discussion?

Reflect on your group members’ participation:
Group member
Letter grade you
(include yourself)
would give
him/her

Explanation for grade

•

The most important thing my group discussed today was...

•

During our next literature circle meeting, my group needs to...

•

Comments, questions, and/or other information...
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Outstanding

Appendix 7

Teacher Comments

Suggested books for each year
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