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How do we learn to read and write?

vPhonics 
vTricky words
vReading Books
vWriting Workshop
vHandwriting



Phonics

What is Phonics?
• It is an approach to teaching reading 

and spelling

Aim
• To teach learners the relationship 

between the sounds ( phonemes) and the 
written spelling patterns (graphemes) 
which represent them.               



What do we do?
Blending – we start to put sounds together 
to read

Segmenting – we start pulling sounds apart 
to spell.



Progression for phonics

Listening and talking
Phonological awareness 
Phonics/spelling/reading 



Developing Phonological Awareness

Before children are ready for phonics, they 
need to be able to :

• Listen and discriminate between sounds 
• Recognise rhyme and alliteration
• Hear and say letter sounds



Literacy Rich Order in P1

Initial sounds
CVC words (cat, dog, hen)
Consonant digraphs sh ch wh th qu -ck
Simple vowel digraphs - ay, ee, oo
Initial consonant clusters - cl gr 
Final consonant clusters  - nd nk



Tricky Words
• These are words that do not follow a 

spelling rule and the children have to learn 
them. Words like saw, was, want, put. 

• Over the course of Primary 1 they should 
cover blocks 1-3



Reading 
• Children are in reading groups
• Book is modelled by class teacher and sent home 

to practise. This should be done every night and 
reading record signed.

• Reading is not just decoding, emphasis is also on 
comprehension skills.



Writing Workshop
• Initially writing is scribed for the children.
• Development of creative ideas and love of story 

writing is key in this area.
• Children are then encouraged to begin ‘sounding 

out’ as they acquire sound and tricky word 
knowledge.

• Eventually emphasis is on capital letters, neat 
writing, finger spaces, sounding out and full 
stops.



Handwriting

• Roseburn is now teaching whole school 
cursive handwriting. 

• Primary 1 are taught letters in line with 
Literacy Rich Phonics.

• These are then revised by lowercase 
teaching order.



Any questions?


